
From the President of EBE NSW - Joe Alvaro 
1st February 2022

2021 EBE NSW Annual General Meeting

The 2021 EBE NSW Annual General Meeting (AGM) will be held on Monday 7 February 2022 at 5.30 pm. It will
be held online via Zoom. All members of EBE NSW are welcome and eligible to attend. The 2021 EBE NSW
Annual General Meeting is being held later than usual due to the 2021 NESA HSC Economics, Business Studies
and Legal Studies examinations being held later than usual last year which meant members were engaged in HSC
marking during term 4 when our AGM is usually held. Information about the AGM has been emailed to members
and is also available on the EBE NSW website.

At the AGM it is with great sadness that I will stand down from the role of President of EBE NSW. It has been a
deep honour to be a director of EBE NSW since October 2007 and President since the end of year AGM in 2011. I
have cherished my time on the EBE NSW Board of Directors, working with passionate and dedicated educators to
achieve the vision of EBE NSW (“Inspire teachers to be passionate and dynamic Economics, Business, Legal and
Commerce educators”.). It is the interactions with educators from all over NSW and overseas from our Australian
international schools that have provided fulfilling and precious memories. It was always exciting for me to attend
a Board meeting, an AGM, a curriculum consultation event, a stakeholder event or present at one of our
professional development events, knowing that this work was advancing quality teaching and learning in our
schools and increasing student learning outcomes. Addressing a query from a member new to teaching one of our
subjects and relieving their anxiety with a much-needed teaching idea or a resource was most satisfying. 

With the sadness comes the enormous pride I feel in what we have achieved as a professional teacher association
in my time as president. The association is in a strong financial position and has continued to grow and achieve
so much in the areas of professional growth for teachers of our subjects, providing networking opportunities and
through its advocacy work to champion the needs of members, even in these last two years with COVID-19, which
have challenged us all. I especially value the equity we have been able to maintain for teachers, providing all
teachers from all sectors with access to best practices, even those from schools where there is only one teacher of
Economics, for example, or those schools that are not as well resourced as others. 

As President, I was afforded many opportunities to work with people that inspired me and to experience and lead
the remarkable work that a professional teacher association like EBE NSW carries out.  I am a big believer in
professional teacher associations. They authentically enable teachers to achieve  Australian Professional Teaching
Standards 6 and 7.  Teaching is a complex, demanding and time-consuming task. Professional teacher
associations like EBE NSW  play an important role in building teacher capacity and bringing teachers together to
boost performance. In addition to university qualifications and employer support, professional teacher
associations add a third side to the triangle of support for teachers with their focus on subject-specific pedagogy.
This “third side”  is empowering for teachers and enables them to keep going on a path of continuous
improvement. It is our students who benefit in the end. Indeed as the Associations Forum organisation says –
“associations advance the world”. 

My heartfelt thanks to everyone for making my time as President rewarding and satisfying, including members
for their support and for giving me this privilege. It has been one of the most fulfilling periods of my 26-year
teaching career and it has certainly made me a better teacher. To have supported teachers in classrooms teaching
about the economy, the business world and the legal system,  and to have enabled the sharing of their expertise
with one another has been a joy. I have learned so much and I am proud of what we have achieved together. I



look forward, as an EBE NSW member, to following the journey and successes of EBE NSW into the future under
the leadership of the new president. 

“Carry on the job that someone started before you, and do it with passion and love.”
- Giuseppe Fin

 

Renew your EBE NSW membership

EBE NSW membership renewals for 2022 were emailed last year. Contact the EBE NSW office if you did not
receive one. Be sure to continue your membership of the peak professional teacher association in NSW for
teachers of Economics, Business Studies, Legal Studies and Commerce which has been supporting teachers since
1966.
 

Congratulations to NESA 2021 HSC  first in course students for the  HSC Economics,
HSC Business Studies and HSC  Legal Studies Examinations

EBE NSW congratulates the following students and their teachers:
 
Elena Stojcevski (East Hills Technology High School) – First – 2021 NESA HSC Business Studies Examination

Lucy Koder (Abbotsleigh)– First – 2021 NESA HSC Economics Examination

Jessica Niu (Hornsby Girls High School) – First – 2021 NESA HSC Legal Studies Examination
 
Well done!

Watch the 2021 NESA First In Course Ceremony here:
https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/about/events/merit-lists/first-in-course
 

2021 Business Educators Australasia Plan Your Own Enterprise Competition NSW
Awards Ceremony – 14 October 2021

Economics and Business Educators NSW (EBE NSW) recognised the 2021  Business Educators Australasia NSW
Plan Your Own Enterprise (PYOE) Competition winners at the annual NSW awards ceremony on 14 October
2021 (held online via Zoom because of the COVID-19 situation). At the ceremony, prizes and certificates were
awarded to the NSW student winners and their schools. Congratulations to the following winners and their
teachers from NSW:  

Division 1 (Individual entry) 
Student: Caithlyn Kusuma
School: Roseville College
Business Plan: Tack - It
Teacher: Mrs Krissy Cawthorne

 

Division 2 (Group entry)
Students: Patrick Chen, Wilson Sun, Justin Vu, Tony Wang
School: Sydney Boys High School
Business Plan: Vuhoo
Teacher: Mrs Janette Jackson

 
Thank you to all the students who entered the competition in 2021 and the teachers who inspired and

https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/about/events/merit-lists/first-in-course


encouraged their students to enter this prestigious competition. Each student who participated received a
Certificate of Participation.

Thank you to EBE NSW Director, Nicholas Ward, for taking on the role of PYOE NSW Coordinator in 2021 and
for all his time and effort in ensuring the competition in NSW was a success.

Thank you to Chartered Accountants Australia and New Zealand for their support of the competition. 
 

2021 Business Educators Australasia Plan Your Own Enterprise Competition NSW Awards Ceremony – 14
October 2021

 

 2021 Business Educators Australasia Plan Your Own Enterprise Competition NSW Awards Ceremony – 14
October 2021



2021 NSW Plan Your Own Enterprise Competition Division 1 winner successful as the
2021 national Plan Your Own Competition winner

The 2021 Plan Your Own Enterprise Competition NSW Division 1 winner, Caithlyn Kusuma, was selected, out of
all the Division 1 finalists from the other states and territories in Australia, as the 2021 national Plan Your Own
Enterprise Competition winner. Well done to Caithlyn on this significant achievement at a national level. 

The Division 2 (Group)  winners at the national level were Lotta Pritchard and Spiro Xepapas from Guilford
Young College, Tasmania. Their business plan was titled “Spiro and Lotta’s”.

EBE NSW congratulates the 2021 PYOE national winners.

Concern about school students in NSW missing court excursion experiences

I recently expressed my concern to the Rule of Law Education Centre which conducts court excursions for school
students in NSW  that too many students are unfortunately missing out on experiential learning through a court
excursion because of the COVID-19 situation. I was able to inform them about the County Court Digital Schools
Program and the Supreme Court online Court Education Program in Victoria which provides the opportunity for
VCE Legal Studies students to engage with judges and associates of the County Court or the Supreme Court and
to observe court proceedings online. I am glad that the Rule of Law Education Centre has announced that they
are currently working on a proposal for a real-time digital court experience similar to what is offered in Victoria.
Schools will have a Zoom chat with a judicial officer and the ability to watch a live case online. Hopefully, this will
prevail as the courts in NSW continue to remain closed to students in NSW this year.

Also available is the Rule of Law Education Centre Virtual Law Day Out recordings:

https://www.ruleoflaw.org.au/virtual-law-day-out/

The TV series  “Court Justice” may also be useful for your students. The series was filmed over a 6 week period in
2016 and each episode gives a look into 2 or 3 cases. It filmed real people and real cases which took place in The
Downing Centre in Sydney, accompanied by the commentary of the magistrates on the situations. I have used it
with my students and they were very engaged and interested to be able to enter a courtroom through the
program. “Court Justice” is available on ClickView.
 

Free Classroom Posters

Over 400 teachers have requested free classroom posters from the Rule of Law Education Centre during the
Christmas break.  Create a visual legal culture in your classroom and request your posters if you have not done so
already:
 
https://www.ruleoflaw.org.au/education/infographics/

I commend the Rule of Law Education Centre for supporting the teaching of Commerce and Legal Studies in
schools.
 

Article by Barry Collier -  “Criminal Records: A Case Study”

Thank you to Barry Collier who has written the article below for Commerce and Legal Studies teachers:

 Article by Barry Collier – “Criminal Records: A Case Study”
 

https://www.ruleoflaw.org.au/virtual-law-day-out/
https://www.ruleoflaw.org.au/education/infographics/
https://mcusercontent.com/233d5f10373c5a851efb5dc23/files/e7e18391-88ab-a2db-32b0-a6ecf531e2b3/Criminal_Records_A_Case_Study_Barry_Collier.pdf


Congratulations to EBE NSW Vice President Mai Ni Pham

EBE NSW Vice – President Mai Ni Pham was recently announced as the recipient of a Professional Teachers’
Council NSW (PTC NSW) Outstanding Professional Service Award. Mai Ni will receive her award at the PTC
NSW Awards Evening on 23 February 2022. EBE NSW congratulates Mai Ni on this significant and well-
deserved award.
 

Former EBE NSW Director Aesh Rao is now a TV star
 

Long term members of EBE NSW may remember Economics teacher Aesh Rao who was also a director of EBE
NSW. She is now retired but I enjoyed watching her as one of the participants on the ABC TV program “Old
People’s Home For 4-Year-Olds”.  Aesh enjoyed her time on the program and it put her in touch with many
former colleagues, friends and ex-students and their children as a result of the program she says “there is a
change in me”. Congratulations to Aesh. One never knows where former Economics teachers and EBE NSW
directors will end up! You can catch the program on ABC iview.

Read the article below - “There is a change in me”: How ‘Old People’s Home for Four-Year-Olds’ has changed
Aesh’s life: 

https://hellocare.com.au/there-is-a-change-in-me-how-old-peoples-home-for-four-year-olds-has-changed-
aeshs-life/

EBE NSW Helpdesk

As always EBE NSW Directors are available to members for advice and assistance (helpdesk@ ebe.nsw.edu.au) in
relation to the teaching and learning of Business Studies, Commerce, Economics and Legal Studies.

All good wishes for the 2022 school year.

 
Regards,
Joe Alvaro
President — Economics and Business Educators NSW
Please forward "From the President of EBE NSW – 1 February 2022" to Economics, Business Studies, Legal Studies

and Commerce teachers in your HSIE/Social Sciences Department if you are a Head of Department. 
Looking back

1 February, 1992 – 1 and 2 cent pieces ceased to become available in Australia.
 2 February 1895 – Queen Victoria gives Royal assent to the Bill allowing South Australian women the right to

vote. South Australia was the first colony of Australia and only the fourth place in the where women gained the
vote.

 4 February 2004 – Facebook is the world’s largest social networking site, with over one billion active users, as
of late 2012. The site was launched on 4 February 2004 by a young American student of computer science named
Mark Zuckerberg. The name “Facebook” originated from the FaceBook of Zuckerberg’s high school, Phillips
Exeter Academy: the book was distributed to every student to help them get to know their classmates for the
following year. Zuckerberg took the idea and developed it as a digital medium.

 5 February, 1989 – SKY TV launched by Rupert Murdoch.
 5 February 1997 – The WA Supreme Court sentences Alan Bond to four years in jail for Australia’s biggest

corporate fraud ($1.2 billion).
 9 February 1999 – The NSW Drug Court holds its first sitting at Parramatta. The court is empowered to allow

drug addicts to avoid prison sentences if enter a detoxification program and stay off drugs.
 11 February 1986 – Joan Child, 61, becomes the first speaker of the House of Representatives.

 12 February 1809 – Abraham Lincoln, 16th President of the United States of America was born. He was
assassinated in 1865.

https://hellocare.com.au/there-is-a-change-in-me-how-old-peoples-home-for-four-year-olds-has-changed-aeshs-life/


13 February 1884 – John Knatchbull, 56 is hanged publicly at Darlinghurst Jail, Sydney for killing Ellen
Jamieson after robbing her.
13 February 2008 – Prime Minister Kevin Rudd apologises to the stolen generations of Aborigines taken from
their mothers.
14 February 1966 – Australia changed over to decimal currency. The pound is replaced by the Australian
dollar note. The big copper penny gives way to the tiny one-cent coin.
14 February 2005 – YOUTUBE.COM domain name registered.
15 February 1947 – NSW voters decide at a referendum not to extend the 6 pm limit on hotel closing hours. A
new vote will extend the hours to 10 pm.
16 February 1809 – Abraham Lincoln, 16th President of the United States of America was born. He was
assassinated in 1865. Read Abraham Lincoln’s Letter to his Son’s Headmaster here.
22 February 1879 – Frank Woolworth opens the first Woolworth store in New York where all items were
priced at five cents. This first store was unsuccessful, so at his second store which was established in Lancaster,
Pennsylvania in April 1879, Woolworth expanded the concept to include merchandise priced at ten cents. The
second store succeeded, and Woolworth and his brother, Charles Sumner Woolworth, opened a large number of
five-and-ten-cent stores. In 1911, the F.W. Woolworth Company was incorporated, uniting 586 stores founded by
the Woolworth brothers and others. Although the Woolworth name has largely disappeared from the United
States, it is still known in parts of the Commonwealth. However, the "Woolworths" chain operates under separate
ownership and has no connection to the original American Woolworth.
26 February 1935 – Qantas Empire Airways began operating its first international flights, from Darwin to
Singapore.
27 February 1788 – Thomas Barrett, 17, becomes the first criminal to be hanged in the colony NSW for
stealing butter, peas and pork from the colony food stores.
 

Attitude to money

“ You have to spend deep personal and professional time getting your personal financial plan in place. If you
don’t, your life will be hell.”

 - Professor Neville Norman
  

From a first-year out teacher

“The biggest challenge is the pressure of always being adequately prepared and the stress of if I‘m doing the right
thing and am I making a difference. All of that, it just gets more serious when it’s your actual class or you’re the
one in charge of the whole lesson.”

 - Ben Wickham, Australian Teacher (April 2011)
  

Quote

" We all live with the objective of being happy; Our lives are all different and yet the same.”
 - Anne Frank
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